DC/19/0347/FUL - Planning Application - (i) Change of use of part of golf course to 70no. caravan lodge holiday homes (ii) new access from A1101 and B1106 (iii) construction of access roads, parking spaces and associated infrastructure - Location Caravan Site, North and South The Street, Fornham All Saints Suffolk
Fornham All Saints Parish Council strongly objects to application DC/19/0347/FUL, with the following comments; The application itself states it is in accordance with BSE Vision 2013, but in actual fact Fornham All Saints does not form a part of the Bury St Edmunds development area and is in fact an Infill Village and therefore the application contravenes Rural Vision 2031 and JDMDP Policy DM34 para a, as the area is not an ‘urban’ area. The proposal is not in-keeping with the rural setting and the character of the area, and is therefore in contravention of Policy DM2 of the JDMDP, specifically paras a & c. The development will result in the loss of open space JDMDP DM2 para c. as it is currently ‘in use’ as a Golf Course, an 18-Hole course should ideally be 150 acres or more, but this development will reduce the golf course to 80 acres, which will not be adequate or fit for purpose. 
The site itself sits within the boundary of the Conservation Area (from which the existing views into and through the site will be adversely affected) and within Valley Meadows Land, the development therefore contravenes Policy DM17 with the loss of open space and felling of trees (12 on the north site & 8 on the south site), and does not meet the recommendations and guidelines for conserving the Valley Meadows Land. The site is also a recognised SSSI, and has several protected species, such as Canadian Geese, Egyptian Geese, Reed Warblers. Also on the site is Japanese Knotweed (Japanese Knotweed is a recognised pest, requiring removal) and is therefore in contravention of JDMDP Policy’s DM10, DM11 & DM13 and DM34 para d. We would request that an Ecological or Biodiversity Impact Assessment statement be submitted. 
There is also concern that the development will cause significant light and noise pollution, during and after construction, which will affect neighbouring residences and wildlife (i.e. Owls & Kingfishers), and does not respect the 1981 Countryside & Wildlife Act.

The site itself is of Archaeological significance as the site has historic significance due to the ‘Battle of Fornham’ 1173. The battle ‘did cross the River’, and the development will have an ‘impact’ on the retreat that took place after the battle. There has been no Heritage Assessment or Archaeological report submitted, contrary to NPPF Para 190 Policy Framework Guidance. There is also a threat to ‘complex’ early/late Neolithic and Bronze Age artefacts, with a double causeway and large Henge monuments, which is the largest prehistoric monument in East Anglia. So the proposal is in contravention of DM20.
The site falls within a Flood Plain, which has a history of flooding during wet weather, there was significant flooding of the area in 1968. In accordance with Policy DM6, the applicant should be required to provide a flooding and sustainable drainage scheme, which outlines the sewerage/water and drainage strategy and maintenance schedule. There has been concerns raised by the RLCP that the river may be affected by pollution and sewerage and that this may result in a detrimental impact on the Water Course. The Lark corridor is recognised as an important Biodiversity and is Nationally recognised for protection.
The development contravenes DM34 for Urban Tourism, in fact the proposal would increase the number of holiday and leisure homes in the area by 230%. There is no justified ned for more leisure facilities in the area, as outlined in Policy DM42 & DM43.
The application has no Transport Assessment or Travel Plans in contravention of Policy DM45, nor is there any appropriate design for adequate parking (DM46). There are concerns regarding the narrow access and the fact that the proposed access also has ‘pinch’ points which will narrow the access further. (Not just the narrow access from the B1106, but the fact that the B1106 road at the proposed access point cannot be enlarged to take a “ghost lane” or to accommodate a roundabout)
There is no mention in the application regarding Waste/Refuse collection and management, drainage strategy and access to amenities.

In conclusion it is felt the application is poorly constructed, with vital information and documents missing and the Parish Council Objects to the application and would ask that this application should therefore be refused.
