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FORNHAM ALL SAINTS PARISH COUNCIL 
 

The ANNUAL PARISH MEETING of Fornham All Saints took place on Tuesday 15th May 2017 at 6.30 
pm in the Village Hall, Fornham All Saints 
 

Mr Howard Quayle took the Chair as the Chairman of the Parish Council. 
 

Present: Parish Councillors: Mrs Enid Gathercole (Vice Chairman of the Parish Council); Parish 
Councillors Gary Clark Ward; Lavinia Dawson; Bernard Grimshaw and Wendy Braithwaite; County and 
Borough Councillor Rebecca Hopfensperger; Mrs. Victoria Waples (Clerk to the Council) and one 
member of the public. 
 
MINUTES 
 

1 Apologies for absence – Parish Councillors Gary Clark Ward, Elizabeth Hodder and Paul Purnell. 
 

2 Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held Tuesday 16th May 2016 – it was unanimously agreed 
that the previously circulated minutes be regarded as a true and accurate record and were so 
approved and signed by the Chairman of the Parish Council.  

 

3 Matters arising from the Minutes –  

 Foreign lorry drivers – the meeting was reminded of the HGV reporting tool on Suffolk 
County Council’s website for incidences such as this. 

 Community Hall damage by young people – it appeared that this had calmed down in recent 
months and no incidences were being reported. 

 Cleansing of 30mph speed repeater signs along the A1101 – the Parish Council was in 
discussion with the County over issues such as this. 

 Review of the speed limits along the A1101 – County Councillor Hopfensperger would 
provide an update on this later in the meeting. 

  
4 Borough Councillor –Borough Councillor Rebecca Hopfensperger was invited to submit her report 

in which she mentioned the following: 

 Budget - St Edmundsbury has a sound financial plan. It continues to keep Council Tax as low 
as possible 1.96% this year, whilst still maintaining services and I would say enhances 
services as well. We continue to make Capital funds work for you by investing in what you the 
residents need. The latest is a joint venture with Forest Heath and Suffolk County Council 
called Barley Homes. This is making maximum use of mostly County land to build much 
needed affordable homes in West Suffolk.   £12 million pounds has been put into the plan 
from both St Eds and Forest Heath to deliver the first 96 homes. We have always said that 
we won’t be providing homes without jobs. We have created Enterprise Zones at Suffolk Park 
Bury St Edmunds and Haverhill Research Park, Haverhill. 

 Planning – Suffice to say the parish has had its fair share of applications including Marham 
Park and it has been a pleasure to speak at development control committee and delegation 
panel meetings representing the parish’s views and wherever possible I will continue to do 
so.  I am part of the Town Centre Masterplan working group, a consultation on the masterplan 
closed on 21st April. There were more than 1,000 responses with several ideas and 
suggestions, this will become a formal Supplementary Planning Document to give guidance 
on local plans.    

 Abbeycroft Leisure – St Edmundsbury have just agreed a new deal with Abbeycroft Leisure 
which will provide even more leisure facilities for residents at a lower cost than the Council 
could provide them for. The new deal also involves providing extra building with Abbeycroft 
picking up the equipment costs and working to a zero subsidy. 

 West Suffolk Council - You will have seen that St Edmundsbury and Forest Heath are 
working even closer together under the name of West Suffolk l. We already have joint staff 
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sharing with one Chief Executive Officer. There has already been a saving of £4 million 
across the two Councils but further savings are needed. The next step might be a joint 
Council but this won’t happen overnight because there has to be an agreed plan to have a 
mutual Council Tax base and this will be something which is consulted on.    

 
4 County Councillor – County Councillor Rebecca Hopfensperger was invited to submit her 

report, a copy of which is repeated below: 

 Budget – Suffolk County Council have frozen general council tax for the seventh year in a 
row, this budget savings were made of £31.5m with £4.5m being taken from reserves to 
cover the budget gap.  SCC continued with the adult social care precept of 3% which is 
ring-fenced money for adult social care raising £8.5m which is invested in full to front line 
services in addition the government awarded us an adult care grant of £3.3m resulting in 
£12m investment in adult social care. 

 West Suffolk Operational Hub - This remains a big issue for the village, whilst the planned 
site is not in the village, the traffic generated from the hub will have a direct impact on the 
village. We put up a good fight however the full council at St Edmundsbury voted for the 
planning application to be put forward for Hollow Road, minus myself and a few other who 
spoke and voted against the proposal. The planning application consultation stage has 
concluded.  We still disagree that Hollow Road is the correct site for the hub, but as that 
decision has been made, I believe that the general feeling is that the plan for the 
operations itself have been improved, however there are still very serious concerns about 
the road infrastructure and traffic issues caused by the hub, the plan are still woefully 
inadequate in addressing increase numbers of traffic, speed issues and safety concerns 
to name but a few.   

 Locality Budget – Through my locality budget I was pleased to be able to support the 
village hall in replacing the old fencing, rabbit proof fencing for the play area, support for 
replanting the area near the mini roundabouts and the setting up of the computer club for 
the village. 

 Highway Matters – Suffice to say that highway issues take up a lot of my time ranging 
from pothole repairs to flooding/drainage issues, and trimming of the verges and trees 
around the village to name but a few.  I was pleased to be able to facilitate a meeting with 
the highways dept., the parish council, myself and other interested parties to look at how 
we can work better with the dept and look at how we can influences changes which are 
brought about by the various developments surrounding the parish.  We have committed 
to holding these meeting regularly to discuss and resolve major issues and I am hoping 
that this will prove to be of benefit to the parish.  It was also suggested the parish council 
takes part in a pilot to take on some of the highway powers that the council has and this is 
in its early planning stages. 

 Broadband  - Currently, we are at around 90% fibre coverage in Suffolk. BT is currently re-
modelling the rollout plan for the second contract, which will run to 2019. This is a result of 
a Suffolk County Council move to introduce the “clawed back” funding into the contract, 
pushing coverage higher, beyond the 97% by 2019 target.  

 Education – GCSE’s- Suffolk’s GCSE has risen above the national average.  Suffolk is 
now ranked in the top half of all authorities for progress at GCSE level, at 55th out of 151. 
It is important to recognise that the way a school’s progress is measured has changed this 
year nationally. Progress 8 is the Government’s new way of measuring GCSE results. It 
measures how well pupils of all abilities have progressed by comparing them with 
students who achieved similar levels in Key Stage 2 across the country. Across Suffolk, 
60.1% of students achieved the national measure of attaining a grade C or above in 
English and maths. This is 3% higher than last year and marks a 6% increase since 2014. 
Suffolk students have also closed the gap to the national average state funded schools 
from 6% in 2014 to just 3% this year. Suffolk continues to be above the national figure of 
59.3% for all schools. This is a real sign that Suffolk is making good progress.  
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 Ofsted – There has been a more than 20% rise in Suffolk Schools being judged ‘Good’ or 
‘Outstanding’ by Ofsted. This rate is currently improving more than twice as fast as those 
across the country,  90% of Suffolk schools are now rated ‘good’ or ‘outstanding’, his 
means that 9/10 children in Suffolk now have access to the highest standards of 
education. 

 Early Years – In Suffolk 70.2% of children achieved a Good Level of Development (GLD) 
this year. This is slightly above the rest of England. 

The following topics were raised by those present: 

 The meeting with the Highways Department had still not resulted in the issues raised 
being rectified? It was explained that due to the County Elections there was a stop on 
actions being carried out that might give an unfair advantage to those standing. Now that 
the elections were over work should filter back into the system. 

 It had been confirmed that counting of traffic volumes had taken place a couple of months 
previously and the Parish Council would like to request copies of this data. 

 A1101 speed limit review – what was the status of this survey? It was confirmed that the 
safety review data had been collected and was now being collated into a form upon which 
it could be consulted. Recommendations and the results backing up the 
recommendations would be shared with the parishes affected and then plans for 
implementation on safety issues will be drawn up.  
 

6. To receive a report from the Bury St Edmunds Safer Neighbourhood Team – due to changes with 
Policing in Suffolk following the Policing Review, the meeting was reminded that Ixworth Police 
Station had been incorporated into the Bury St Edmunds SNT area. Policing now followed a new 
format in which officers were tasked with specific responsibilities. The Bury St Edmunds Safer 
Neighbourhood Team (SNT) area consists of 53 parishes and 9 town wards. The reports 
submitted covered a mixture of urban and rural communities all situated within the catchment of 
St Edmundsbury District Council.  

 Copies of monthly reports alongside other items covering policing in the Bury St Edmundsbury 
SNT can be accessed via a link from the Parish website: 

 http://fornhamallsaints.suffolk.cloud/organisations/policing-for-fornham-all-saints/ - the report for 
April 2017 is attached as an example at the end of the these minutes. 

 
7 To receive a report from the Chairman of the Parish Council for the year 2016/2017 – the Chair of 

the Parish Council, Howard Quayle, submitted his report which is repeated below: 
 As always, I would like to welcome all members of the public to this Annual Parish Meeting – 
involvement by villagers in a village is always important in helping us ‘shape’ Fornham all Saints, 
both in the short-term and the long-term and this council is always glad to hear your views, 
whether at meetings like this, or by phone or email. We cannot always resolve issues ourselves, 
but we will always make sure that these are passed on to tour County and Borough Councillor, or 
to the appropriate officers at West Suffolk House. 
I would like to thank my fellow councillors for all the hard work they have put in to their own 
portfolios over the last twelve months. The old days of parish councillors discussing allotments, 
cemeteries and dog bins have gone for good, and while those aspects of village life are still 
important, parish councillors now have to be more professional in their approach to the job, 
needing to understand complex issues such as planning procedures, electronic communications, 
and financial planning. To understand such matters requires time and training, and I thank my 
colleagues for their commitment to this approach, and for giving up large amounts of their time in 
maintaining the character of this much-admired village. 
A new councillor joined the team last September, following the resignation of Cllr. Michael Guest. 
Livvy Dawson has lived in the village for a number of years and has now decided to use her 
expertise in several areas for the benefit of the village – already Livvy and Wendy Braithwaite 
have been looking at the possibility of having a defibrillator in the old telephone box, outside this 
village hall. 

http://fornhamallsaints.suffolk.cloud/organisations/policing-for-fornham-all-saints/
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As ever, thanks are due to Beccy Hopfensperger for supporting our village and its interests as 
both Borough and County Councillor. We also owe a debt of thanks to our Parish Clerk for 
providing us with all the correct paperwork at our meetings and for making sure this Council is 
always in conformity with current legislation. Her on-going training to make sure that we achieve 
‘Quality Council’ status is much appreciated.  
The biggest challenge facing this village is that of housing development, both at Marham Park 
and within the village itself. This councils has had to deal with no fewer than sixty applications 
since May 2016, and whilst these do not all relate to building projects (a large number of cover 
tree surgery or removal), that is still many more than used to be the case.  
Following the completion of the archaeological survey last year, work began on Marham Park 
infrastructure last autumn, with J Breheny Civil Engineering acting as the main contractors. 
Overall, they have been ‘good neighbours’ with ground works completed on time, particularly the 
new roundabout on the Mildenhall Road. The planning application for Zones C, G and H have 
been approved for a total of 277 houses, and a further 180 homes (Zones I, K and L) are the 
subject of a planning application which will shortly come before Development Control. This 
means that 457 new homes, out of 991 given planning permission will be underway this year. We 
await planning applications for the remaining five zones. 
Despite our objections about ‘over development’ on the Marham Park site, the developers – not 
unexpectedly – have gone for the maximum approved number of dwellings per plot. However, the 
developers have responded to our considered comments in some areas and have made some 
small changes – slightly wider footpaths, slightly wider private roads into the cul-de-sacs, and the 
provision of more occupier and visitor parking. 
We as a council will continue to read all the small print and detailed locations plans for each 
application as it comes forward, to make sure that the Marham Park development is a pleasant 
place to live in and to visit, and we will not be afraid to submit our comments. By a curious 
coincidence, the editorial in last week’s Bury Free Press contiane4d the following pertinent 
paragraph: “(our) planners appear to regard town and parish councils as a pain in the proverbial, 
because of their refusal to bow down and meekly accept the blot-on-the-landscapes 
schemes…Planners (refuse) to truly listen to the views of people in the area”. Enough said… 
Before leaving the Marham Park topic, I would like to make you aware of a couple of related 
items. Following a review of St Edmundsbury area parish boundaries, our own boundaries have 
changed. In the Bury direction, the previous boundary, running along the back fencing line of 
Northern Way, is now moved to the link road currently under construction, and therefore 991 
house of Marham Park will not be in our parish. The two bungalows between Fornham Lock 
Bridge and Sheepwash Bridge have now been moved into the neighbouring parish of Fornham St 
Genevieve. Both moves have been designed to protect the specific identity of Fornham All Saints 
village. 
The link road between the top of Tut Hill and the Mildenhall Road is an integral part of the 
Marham Park scheme, and is likely to be completed throughout early in 2019. Following 
discussion with both St Edmundsbury Planners and Suffolk Highways about the width of this road 
we have had recent confirmation that this road will be wide enough for two HGVs and trailers to 
pass each other safely, meaning that it offers an alternative route for trucks to the Northern Way 
industrial area if the B1106 Tut Hill road were to be closed to vehicular traffic. 
Other hosing development planning applications in the pipeline remain to be determined and if 
approved are likely to have an impact on the character of the village. We will continue to monitor 
these applications and I would strongly urge you to keep a close watch on planning applications 
appearing on the Borough’s planning website. It is worth making the effort to read through the 
various documents in detail, so that you can see exactly what is happening. 
While not as close to the village as Marham Park, the West Suffolk Operational Hub will, if 
approved in June, generate issues of its own. This combined household waste recycling 
centre/waste transfer station/vehicle maintenance depot is planned for location at Hollow Road 
Farm, adjacent to the road between Barton Hill and Great Barton. Objections can be summarised 
as ‘right concept, wrong location’, and a recently commissioned independent study into the traffic 
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levels the hub will generate, combined with safety concerns about the junction with the adjacent 
A134, directly contradict the data being used by the Borough Council to justify the choice of 
location. It is fair to say that, if this project goes ahead at the Hollow Road Farm location, this 
village is likely to see more traffic, particularly private cars taking rubbish to the so-called ‘tip’ from 
villages west of Bury. 
Regrettably, the Parish Precept for the financial year 2017-2018 has increased to £20,006 from 
£16,505 the previous year – the direct result of the withdrawal of the Borough’s and Local Council 
Tax Support Schemes which previously amounted to over £1,000 per annum. Council Tax and D 
householders will now pay £63.65 per annum (or £1.22 per week) towards the cost of running 
and maintaining the village and its facilities. WE hope that villagers think that this is value for 
money. 
Once again, I would like to thank the councillors for all the support they have given to the village 
over the last twelve months, and to the villagers for entrusting us with looking after this lovely 
village to the best of our ability. 

 
8 To receive and consider the reports and accounts of the non-ecclesiastical Charities:  

(a) Fornham All Saints Community Council – the Chair of the Community Council presented 
the financial report on behalf of the Committee which can be seen at Appendix A 

(b) The Village Hall Management Committee – the Chairman presented the financial report 
on behalf of the Village Hall Management Committee for the year ending 30th September 
2016 which can be seen at Appendix B. 

(c) Fornham All Saints Cemetery Trust – the Chairman presented the financial report on 
behalf of the Cemetery Trust for the year ending 30th September which can be seen at 
Appendix C. 

(d) Fornham All Saints Charities – the Clerk presented the Annual Report for the year ending 
30th April 2016 – a copy of which can be seen at Appendix D. 

  
9 To receive issues from the members of the Public present – there were no issues raised by the 

member of the public present. 
 

 
There being no further business to transact the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 7.43pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


